Senator Jon Tester Senator Steve Daines Rep. Greg Gianforte

US Senate US Senate US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510  Washington, DC 20150  Washington, DC 20515
October 1, 2018

RE: Reauthorization and Full Funding for the Land and Water Conservation Funding

Dear Senator Tester, Senator Daines, and Representative Gianforte:

We are writing to express our strong support for your urgent efforts to permanently

reauthorize and provide full and dedicated funding for the Land and Water Conservation

Fund (LWCF).

As you all know, LWCF is one of the most successful conservation programs in America

and in Montana. In Montana, LWCF has helped protect habitat for deer, elk, antelope,
and our other treasured game species, along with habitat for waterfowl and upland

gamebirds. The LWCF has protected key watersheds that support our blue ribbon trout
fisheries, along with most of the state's fishing access sites.

LWCEF is personal to all of us who hunt, fish, hike, and camp on Montana's public lands.

Over the years, LWCF has provided public access to public lands, supporting our hunting
and fishing traditions and our outdoor economy. LWCF has also been critical in restoring

healthy forests, watersheds and fisheries as well as preserving essential wildlife habitat

and connectivity for elk, mule deer, pronghorn, bears, mountain lions, bighorn sheep, and

countless other species of mammals, birds and native fish.

Over the history of the program, much of the money authorized for conservation and
outdoor recreation has been diverted elsewhere, resulting in chronic underfunding of
LWCEF. This shouldn't be the case.

As you know, LWCF expired on September 30, 2018. Montanans appreciate your
bipartisan efforts to secure reauthorization of this program. We also need you to support
passage of legislation to fully fund the program at the appropriate level of $900 million

annually. LWCEF is too important to Montana to let it fall by the wayside. Thank you for
your leadership on this important Montana priority.

Sincerely,
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